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Fairfield's
new vision
not quite

20/20
By Matthew Parron
Contributing Writer

Tebben Gill Lopez / The Mirror
Wil Haygood has captured some of America's most dynamic stories, but he does not consider his life "epic." History could decide for him.

'Witness to History' keynote shines
By Luigi DiMeglio
Managing Editor
Wil Haygood stepped onstage at the Regina A. Quick Center for the Arts and there
was a brilliant shine from his tie clip.
The Washington Post award-winning
reporter and writer of several books is most
widely known today for his story that inspired
"Lee Daniels' The Butler." When Haygood got
the idea for the story, he looked for a butler
he had heard about. He called 57 people in the
D.C. area by the name of Eugene Allen. The
57th person to answer the phone was the man
who served for eight U.S. presidents (from
Eisenhower to Reagan) in the White House.
As the keynote of Fairfield's 2014 MLK
Convocation, Haygood was positioned to
tell the story through the eyes of an AfricanAmerican journalist looking to bring a buried

story to light during President Obama's 2008
campaign.
When Allen served former President John
F. Kennedy, he was given a 14-karat gold-plated tie clip as a token of appreciation for his service - an intimate gesture from a white president to a black butler during a great period of
racial tension in America.
"I am honored to report that I am wearing that tie clip right now," Haygood told the
Quick Center audience.
"I've always tried to go after the stories
that others might overlook. Because I have
enough confidence in myself that maybe I can
bring some reporting dimension or I could
bring some writer-ly dimension to that story.
That's what I know is inside me every time I
walk out the house and I tell myself, 'OK, I got
to find a different story," Haygood said.

Then President-elect Barack Obama was
so moved by the story of Allen, written by
Haygood, that both were invited to the 2009
inauguration. Haygood said that he considers
Allen's life "epic."
When asked if he believed if his own
life as a cultural voice for America was epic,
Haygood replied: "No, no ...
"I do love the fact that maybe if I hadn't
have knocked on Mr. Allen's door, he might
have gone unknown ... I'm very proud of the
fact that the stories that I have seemed to uncover have found an audience. That doesn't always happen. I'm very proud of that fact."
In the film, Allen's wife is depicted as
passing away at their kitchen table one morning.
In reality, Haygood happened to interview the
elderly couple on their wedding anniversary.
Read BUTLER on Page 3

Class cancellation cuts it close
By Robert Joyce
Staff Writer
By Monday morning on Feb.
3, snow had begun to layer the campus. As weather conditions started
to worsen, students began to wonder
whether or not classes were going to
be canceled. At 1:54 p.m., students
and faculty received notice via StagAlert that all classes beginning at or
after 2:00 p.m. were canceled.
Senior Vice President for Administration and Chief of Staff Dr.
Mark C. Reed '96, stated in an email
that the announcement "was not
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timely and in that sense a better decision could have been made."
Sophomore Drew Mignosa
said that he "definitely questions
how these decisions are made." He
added that, "In high school, we always had a timely notice."
"The decision to close the University, delay, etc. is delegated to
me," Reed stated. "Whenever classes
are in session ... I talk with Fr. Paul
Fitzgerald who is our Senior Vice
President for Academic Affairs. We
talk mainly about what the impact of
a decision will be on classes."

"Typically, we would announce
it so that there is a gap of time between the announcement and the
classes affected," stated Reed.
Mignosa said, "Canceling classes on such short notice was unsafe.
My professor had to drive here from
New Haven just to turn around and
drive back. There was no point in
making students and faculty drive
to campus, making their risky drives
worthless."
According to Reed, "The criteria to close or delay involves a
variety of factors. These primarily

OPINION:

include the conditions on campus,
the conditions of the main roads
and highways leading to the University from the surrounding areas and
any directives or advisories from the
state."
"Advising me on the decision
is a small working group that consists of the Director of Public Safety,
Director of Human Resources and
Director of Facilities Management,"
Reed said.
Reed also stated that "Safety is a
top priority ... Other considerations
Read CANCEL on Page 4

Most students have heard about it.
Some even received chocolate bars during
finals with the logo on it. But people are
still left with the question: What is Fairfield
2020?
Fairfield 2020, marketed with the tagline "building towards a more sustainable
future," was introduced to staff and students
on Jan. 29.
In front of a packed Barone Campus
Center Oak Room, President Rev. Jeffrey
von Arx, S.J. presented the idea of recreating, renewing and reimagining Fairfield.
The University's long-term goal is to operate more efficiently and cut down costs.
Von Arx described a vision that he
imagined 10 years ago that focuses on integrity. He stressed "integration of core curriculum, living and learning and the integration of Jesuit values in our professional
and graduate education."
Fairfield 2020 will be a campus-wide
project involving students, faculty, administrators and trustees alike. Task forces will
Read STUDENTS on Page 4

Accused
student
pleads
not guilty'
By Luigi DiMeglio
Managing Editor
The former Fairfield sophomore
who turned himself in to Fairfield Police over winter break was arraigned in
Bridgeport Superior Court on Tuesday.
Police said he was bragging to friends
about an incident that the plaintiff
considers to be sexual assault.
Joshua Del Vecchio of Madison,
Conn., pled not guilty and has been removed from campus since the accusation was made.
One of the texts Del Vecchio sent
to a friend after the incident read, "She
didn't want to lose her virginity until she
was in love ha ha," according to police.
Del Vecchio maintains that the sexual relations he had with an 18-year-old
female student was consensual. The two
students met at a party on campus, then
went to the female student's residence
hall, police told The Connecticut Post.
According to police, she warned Del
Read COURT on Page 4
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Run for Refugees
brings cornerstone
class to life
By Danica Ceballos
Executive Editor
As the beat of the Congo drum
matched his steps, Dr. Bryan Ripley
Crandall reached the pinnacle of the
last hill in the 5K Run for Refugees
this Sunday.
Team Cornerstone, as Crandall
called it, consisted of 15 Fairfield
University community members
who raced in the seventh annual
5K to raise awareness and donate to
refugees. The Fairfield team donated
almost $320 to Integrated Refugee
and Immigrant Services. About 700
participants ran or walked through
East Rock Park in New Haven on
Super Bowl Sunday morning.
"A lot of people wake up on
Sunday morning with dreams of
nachos and cheese, pulled pork and
beer," Crandall posted on his blog
on Monday. "We, on the other hand,

woke up with a mission - an opportunity to bring good to the world in
3.2 miles."
Assistant Professor of the Practice of Curriculum and Director of
the Connecticut Writing Project
at Fairfield, Crandall combined his
passions of running, teaching and
helping refugees in his English cornerstone classes over the past few
years.
Abiding by the phrase "scholarship in action," Crandall explained
that there is a responsibility that
comes along with the privilege of receiving an education. He challenges
his students to discover ways to use
their knowledge to benefit people in
third world countries.
While Crandall's English curriculum is centered on the journey
of refugees, he was pleasantly surprised last year when he had the
opportunity to invite a relocated

Contributed by Dr. Bryan Ripley Crandall
Crandall's EN11 and EN12 students celebrated post run.

Contributed by Dr. Bryan Ripley Crandall
Team Cornerstone includes Fairfield and Bassick students, as well as Fairfield community members.
refugee to join his class. Chitunga
Chisenga was selected as one of the
students from Bassick High School
to attend Fairfield for a class as part
of a program between the schools.
He was also one of the members of
Team Cornerstone this weekend.
After interviewing Chisenga
for the program, Crandall said, "I
knew that my curriculum was designed for a kid like that." Because
of his experience of moving from
Zambia to The Republic of Congo
to Bridgeport, Chisenga was an important contribution to the class,
according to Crandall. "Chitunga
brought the reading to life," he said.
Chisenga spoke to the Fairfield
community last Tuesday as part of
the memorial march during Martin
Luther King Jr. Celebration Week. In
his speech, he described his struggles coming to the United States,
but he also explained that his family
in Africa is a source of inspiration.
Chisenga said, "I made it to the U.S.
and here, I can chase my dreams."
Freshman Damien Quinn was
another member of Crandall's team.
Quinn related the challenges that he
faces in sports and in this 5K, in par-

ticular, with the struggles that refugees face. "It teaches you to work
hard and rely on yourself," he said.
One of Quinn's favorite moments at the run was when the refugees sang the national anthem at the
starting line. "That was definitely
the best memory," Quinn said. "I
thought, 'Wow, this is a really special moment."'
Though Quinn admitted he did
not know much about refugees before taking the class, he explained
that Crandall has taught him a lot.
"He's so busy as a Fairfield teacher.
It's unbelievable that he takes the
time out of his day to help other
kids," said Quinn.
Earlier in the semester, Crandall invited Executive Director of
IRIS Chris George to speak to his
class.
IRIS is a nonprofit organization
in New Haven that was founded by
the Episcopal Diocese of Connecticut in 1982. The organization works
with refugees in many ways involving housing, education, legal assistance and cultural understanding,
among many others. Each year, IRIS
works with about 200 refugees from

many countries, such as Afghanistan, Congo, Cuba, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Iran, Iraq and Sudan.
George was also in attendance
at the run. "When the students saw
Chris running alongside them after
he came to speak, everything came
together nicely," Crandall said.
When reflecting on the event as
a whole, Crandall explained that it
would not have been possible without Helen Kropitis, operations assistant for the office of academic engagement, and David Sapp, associate
vice president for academic affairs
and professor of English, who coordinate cornerstone programs and
supply funding for the grants. "They
allow us to take the curriculum and
make it come alive," Crandall said. "I
have nothing but positive things to
say about the two of them."
Just in time for Valentine's Day,
Crandall organized an event with
IRIS and Fairfield's men's basketball
Coach Sydney Johnson.
Relocated youth will be invited
to attend a Fairfield basketball game
with Fairfield students at Webster
Bank Arena on Thursday, Feb. 13.

Fairfield University's Spring 2014

Career Fair
Connect with employers about job
and internship opportunities!

Thursday, February 13
11 a.m. - 2 p.m.
The Leslie C. Quick Jr. Recreation Complex
(adjacent to Alumni Hall)

OB

Suits recommended

Esf Bring lots of resumes and your StagCard
For a list of companies, please refer to the
Career Planning Center Web site: www.fairfield.edu/cpc
For more information, call the
Career Planning Center at (203) 254-4081.
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Long's legacy
defined
By Patrick Kiernan
Contributing Writer
The second semester means the
biggest student election of the year,
the Fairfield University Student Association presidential election, is near.
It also means current FUSA
president, Alexander Long '14, will
see his term soon come to an end.
Last year Long secured the
FUSA presidency, in a landslide victory, to succeed Robert Vogel '13, as
the 66th president of the student governing body.
"I felt good about him coming
in," said Frederick Kuo, director of
Student Involvement. "Alex has been
part of FUSA for years, so he has a
long history with the organization.
Also, as a student who's been very
engaged, you've seen quite a bit in his
three years coming into the position."
One challenge students have
presented to Long this year is the possibility of Greek life at Fairfield. Last
semester, two freshmen proposed this
idea to Long. He and his Executive
Council, provided the students with a
forum to voice their opinions.
"Who knows if Greek life will
ever be a possibility here, but at least
they're helping facilitate the conversation. Regardless of what FUSAs opinion is, Alex helped give voice to these
students who otherwise might not
have a voice," said Kuo.
FUSA is in the process of forming a committee of senators to join
freshmen Matthew Peacock '17 and
Nick Ferry '17 in pursuing Greek life
and finding strategic ways of going

about it so that what both students
and administration want can be accomplished, according to Long.
"From the students' end, they
want an additional welcoming community on campus, whereas administration fears the negative aspects,"
said Long. "We want to find that balance. It's all about balance."
One urgent issue he planned to
address during his term was to work
with the Inter-Residential Housing
Association to create a better living
and social atmosphere for students.
This would help to generate
more energy and school spirit campus wide.
"What we've done this year pretty successfully is tap into the small
communities on campus and bring
students out to join FUSA to give
their ideas," said Long. "We try to engage the ideas of what students really
want to see. It's forming new traditions out of our creative spectrums
that will last longer and attract the
most students. We're working closely
with IRHA and the Office of Residential Life to create initiatives that can
make all the difference."
Another goal that Long set for
himself as FUSA President was to
provide better interaction between
students and administration. By
keeping the administration in the students' discussions the student experience at the school can be improved.
"That's a position that any involved student leader has to manage",
said Kuo. "It's not an easy thing to
bridge the gap between 'Hey, I want
to be someone who's relatable to my

Tebben Gill Lopez / The Mirror
FUSA President Alex Long "14 poses in front of the new FUSA office in Lower Level BCC.
peers, but also be in the eyes of the
administration as somebody to trust
and provide information to.' I think
Alex has done a very good job of that."
"Part one was moving our office," said Long about bridging this
gap. "We always have people in the
office so when people have a question,
we're quick to help out."
The chance to communicate
through students and administration
is available to Long because of the
work by his Executive Council, which
gives him extra time. It allows him to
work towards understanding what
the students want and how to balance

that with the administration's cause,
as well.
Long's responsibilities as FUSA
President include being the official
spokesperson for FUSA, issuing a
"state-of-the-university"
address
once per academic year, and defining
the FUSA budget. He also sits in on
the University Council and converses
over campus activities with administrators monthly.
As a member of the SWAT program under FUSA, as well as a senator for his junior class, Long has had
previous experience at leadership
positions. The communication major

and math minor has been a lector, an
attendant on a service trip to Nicaragua, and a member of the Orientation
Support Team.
Although the next president of
FUSA will be determined in the near
future, Long still has another three
months to serve on his term.
"Maybe this Greek life conversation will continue some more. There
are a number of events that will be
happening the rest of the semester
and I know they are very important
to Alex," said Kuo.

'Post production': what Sodexo
does with your leftover food
By Robert Hagstrom
Assistant News Editor

Tebben Gill Lopez / The Mirror
Award recipients pose with Wil Haygood at the MLK Convocation.

'Butler' keynote
CONT. FROM PAGE 1
That night, family visited the house
and Allen's wife went to go to bed
early. She announced to the guests,
Haygood and her husband that
she was going to bed, but that she
felt very at peace with the fact that
Allen's story of witnessing history
would finally be told. She passed
away in her sleep that night.
Despite whatever adaptations
were made to the story for film,
Haygood told the Fairfield audience that it was the best movie he
had ever seen.
"My thinking is if you find
a good story, and the better unknown the story is, the further back
in the woods the story is, the more

impact it can have when it does hit
the light. Which is why I think the
Eugene Allen story had impact. He
was so far in the basement, so far,
so far in the back, that when his
story was brought to the light, it
even touched the president-elect of
the United States. I think that's very
powerful."
The MLK Convocation also
celebrated the winners of the Connecticut Post Essay Contest where
students in grades 6 to 8 were found
to exemplify the ideals of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Awards were
also given to Eric Salgado '14, Applied Ethics Professor Dr. Yohuru
Williams, Campus Minister Jocelyn
Collen and Director of Public Safety Todd Pelazza.

Every morning Bryan Davis, the
General Manager of the Sodexo team
at Fairfield, arrives at his desk on the
fourth floor of the Barone Campus
Center and reviews the weekly food
schedule.
Throughout the week, he and his
Sodexo Catering team oversee the processes in which the food served in the
Main Dining Room is ordered, stored
and prepared for students to eat.
Student interests play a major role
in what the Sodexo team orders and
serves in terms of food on a daily basis.
Students can look at a weekly menu of
what Barone serves for them to eat.
Even though students know what
their options are for meals, not much
is known about what Davis refers to as
"post production," or what happens to
the food when Barone closes for the
evening.
There are three weekly food deliveries: Monday, Wednesday and Friday.
Shipments of produce and bread arrive
Monday through Saturday, according
to Davis. Dairy products arrive twice
a week.
Foods are not reused from the
previous day unless they are "prepped
a day ahead and cooled properly for
reheating the next day," explained Davis. "These are not leftovers. Chicken
can be cooked fully, cooled quickly and
used at the salad bar for the next day

as an example, the same would be true
for pasta."
Davis stressed that foods won't
be reserved unless they are edible. "We
will not reserve something that isn't
safe," he said.
Davis said the Sodexo team uses
a food management system to track
the number of students who swipe in
at Barone. In addition, Davis stated
that Sodexo recounts the amount of
food leftover in order to determine the
amount they should order in the following days so they can minimize food
waste.
Davis explained that by using the
food management system, he and his
team are able to prepare around the
right amount of food for each meal.
When analyzing the data from the food
management system, Davis said it was
like "when you see your milk glass get
low, you have to refill it."
Food that is served for students
that cannot be taken back, amounts
to approximately 10 pounds a night,
according to Davis. He said that food
items including baked goods, salad
bar items, grilled products, cooked
pizza and "anything from the hot line
main entree station" has to be thrown
away in order to comply with the State
Health Department regulations.
Even though the right amount of
food can't be prepared every day, and
extra amounts are expected, Fairfield
does its best to make sure that all edible

food gets utilized, if not by students,
then organizations that it donates to.
Extra food is donated to Prospect
House twice a week, according to Davis. Also, Food Rescue, a Fairfield University affiliated organization, normally
contacts Sodexo and then the food is
donated to the Bridgeport Rescue Mission.
Prospect House receives donations from Fairfield on Fridays and
Sundays, according to Cheryl Bell, one
of the organization's representatives.
This past week, Bell said, the University provided Super Bowl food for the
[Prospect House] residents to enjoy
while watching the game.
Fairfield "always provides fresh
quality food," said Bell. "The [Prospect
House] residents look forward to a
meal from the University."
"A lot of other students would be
surprised by Barone's actions in handling the food," said Dana Lopez '15. "I
think it's great they are donating food
as long as it is edible the next day."
"We couldn't possibly keep up
with demand in the community without the help of the students at Fairfield
University," said Linda Casey, Director
of Development and Strategic Planning at the Bridgeport Rescue Mission.
"They have blessed us with their hearts
and hands, but also with their financial resources with the hunger cleanup
group."
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News
Compiled by Robert Joyce.
Information contributed by the
Department of Public Safety.
Thursday, 1/30

12:29 p.m. - A university-owned MacBook valued at $2,000 was reported stolen
from Canisius 104. The incident is believed
to be related to a similar theft from last week,
mtamtm and is under investigation.

Cancellations
In the world:
cause frustration
amongst students

£

o

Friday, 1/31
3:20 a.m. - A male student in Kostka Hall
was discovered to be intoxicated after he urinated on a resident's door. The student
was referred to student conduct.
/1:03 p.m. — "Beer pong sounds echoing
throughout the quad" led DPS and RAs
to a residence in Loyola Hall, where half
of the building was away for a retreat. The
resident was referred to student conduct for
violating alcohol policy.
Saturday, 2/1
1:12 a.m. — Two students were reportedly
involved in a fist fight outside the Levee and
referred to student conduct. One student
required medical attention resulting from
the altercation.

CONT. FROM PG. 1
include commuting students, faculty
and staff getting to/from work, etc."
Reed added that, "You often cannot
make a decision that will please
everyone."
Assistant Director of Public
Safety John Ritchie said that since
"Fairfield is considered a residential
school, suspending operations isn't always needed" because most students
live on campus. "We try to stay open
because no matter what the weather
conditions are, we still have to support the resident students, so it can be
better to keep everything open."
According to Ritchie, the Department of Public Safety monitors
public road conditions and weather
forecasts; the input from DPS plays a
large role in the decision to suspend
operations on campus.

Mignosa said, "Even as a student
who lives in a dorm, since pathways
aren't always shoveled it can be challenging and dangerous to walk to
class."
Senior Gianluca Iaboni said he
"felt misinformed," when he finally
received the notice after driving on
snowy roads for 25 minutes from his
residence on Fairfield Beach Road. "If
they knew they were going to cancel
class, they should have done it much
earlier," said Iaboni.
Reed stated that "from personal
experience, I can tell you that what
may seem like easy decisions are not
... I think we get it right more often
than wrong, but we are making judgment calls that may negatively impact
a percentage of people. In those cases,
we do the best we can with the best
information available to us.

Sunday, 2/2
2:09 a.m. — A student reported the contents of their room were vandalized; their
couch and desk were discovered flipped
over, and their chair was broken. The incident is under investigation.
1:47 p.m. — DPS responded to a complaint of a non-authorized pet in a residence
of the Townhouse 5 block. It was discovered
that the pet, a rabbit, was being served alcoholic beverages. "Upon response, officers
determined the animal had bloodshot eyes."
The animal has been released to the custody
of the area coordinator, and the students
responsible have been referred to student
conduct.
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Students uncertain
of 10-year vision
be assembled to review more efficient
ways to operate, as well as searching for
new programs and courses to help meet
market demand.
Von Arx also addressed the
finances of the University and explained
that Fairfield will experience an
unbalanced budget if the current model
is not broadened due to a lower number
of Connecticut high school students
applying to college.
The high cost of Fairfield tuition
was stressed as a major concern.
According to von Arx, Fairfield
increased the amount of financial aid to

If we don't change our
financial model, we will
be compelled to accept
students based on their
ability to pay. I don't
think this is the kind of
institution that we want to
become.
- Rev. Jeffrey R von Arx,
President
"support families who cannot shoulder
the burden of the cost."
Students are equally concerned.
Freshman and commuter Keniel
Brown said aside from financial aid, he
is also concerned with the amount of
"waste" in the University's budget.
"I'd rather see money spent on the
students than on statues," said Sheila Bonitatibus '17.
Von Arx agreed that reforms need
to be made. "If we don't change our financial model, we will be compelled to
accept students based on their ability to
pay," von Arx said. "I don't think this is
the kind of institution that we want to
become."
While the financial aspects were
clearly stated, there were also many

more goals that von Arx brought up.
One goal is to develop and support online learning.
Part of Fairfield 2020 also includes
revising the core curriculum, as well as
increasing the amount of technology
used in classes.
Despite the hype, Fairfield students did not seem to know what this
new plan includes.
"While I understand that Fairfield
2020 is important for the future of our
campus, many people still do not know
what this project entails," said Hayley
Moyer '14. "For me, and I am sure the
rest of the senior class, we are looking
towards our own individual futures
rather than the plans of Fairfield six
years after our own graduation."
Senior Sam Young added, "The
way they advertised it made it seem very
interesting; however, when I learned
what it was about, I became very uninterested because it no longer pertains to
my own future."
Faculty, however, have more information than the student body.
Professor and Chair of the Economics Department Mark S. LeClair
said, "I appreciate that the University is
publicly addressing the challenges facing higher education, in particular, the
difficulty of attracting robust numbers
of students in a very challenging financial environment."
However, LeClair also mentioned
some aspects that were not included in
the presentation, such as the increase of
student debt.
"Something that was not addressed in this session, but needs to
be discussed, is the so-called higher
education bubble, that is, the estimated
trillion dollars in accumulated student
debt," said LeClair.
Von Arx concluded by saying, "I
look forward to working in collaboration with you all as we chart a course for
the future of our University"

• A Michigan convict who was
charged with quadruple murder
escaped prison on Monday morning and kidnapped a woman. The
manhunt ended when the woman
abducted called 911 in a gas station
bathroom. The convict was captured
in Indiana.
• According to CNN, "a mysterious
castaway" that was lost at sea for
over a year is back on land. However,
many questions are being brought
up about how he was able to survive
on a small boat floating through the
Pacific Ocean for so long.
• A 15-year-old student killed two
people at a Moscow school on Monday. The student came into the
school with two rifles, killing one
teacher and one police officer and
keeping an entire class hostage until
the police arrested him.
• An earthquake with a magnitude between 5.9 and 6.1 hit the Greek island, Kefalonia, on Monday. About
16 people have been injured, mainly
by falling objects. Earthquakes have
been "rocking" Kefalonia for the
past week.
• Amanda Knox's ex-boyfriend will
now return to Italy to fight the murder conviction that he was charged
with. The court found both Knox
and ex-boyfriend Raffaele Sollecito
guilty a second time, which sentenced him to 25 years in prison.
• Archaeologists claimed on Monday
that they have found a 4,600-yearold pyramid near the city of Edfu.
The pyramid is said to be older than
the Great Pyramid of Giza.

Next court
date set
in sexual
assault case
CONT. FROM PAGE 1
Vecchio after they started kissing that she was a virgin
and did not intend to have sex with him. It was reported
that he then held her down and raped her.
After the incident, she texted her friends about what
happened and went to the Student Health Center, police
reported. The student's parents spent the following night
with her and were woken up around 1:30 a.m. by Del Vecchio repeatedly banging on the door of the dorm room.
During the two-month investigation, friends of the
defendant told the Department of Public Safety that he
had bragged about the incident at breakfast the morning
after. They also said he sent numerous texts describing
the incident.
Del Vecchio is charged with first-degree sexual assault, first-degree unlawful restraint and third-degree assault.
"He entered a plea of not guilty and that speaks
for itself," William Dow, Del Vecchio's lawyer, told The
Connecticut Post.
"History tells us accusations are easily made but not
easily proven," Dow said.
The case has been moved to Feb. 25.
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Coke ad sparks controversy over multilingual America
By John Driscoll
Contributing Writer
Just like that Cheerios ad from
August that featured a mixed-race
couple and child, the Coca-Cola
commercial that aired during Super
Bowl XLVIII generated controversy.
Whereas most people appeared to
take no issue with the ad and, in
fact, found it creative and beautiful,
a loud minority reacted highly critically. But it is not so simple to define
just who these people are who get
so angry at this idea that the U.S. is
destined to be anything other than a
diverse country made up of various
peoples and cultures. The misconception is that this is about language.
During the commercial, the
well-known song "America the
Beautiful" is sung, beginning with
the familiar English version, which
changes to include languages like
Hindi, Tagalog, Navajo and Senegalese. Most of the anger that people
expressed behind their keyboards
had to do with language, with comments decrying the alteration of a
beloved song with foreign tongues.
But in truth the conservativeminded people who got angry about
this commercial are largely in denial
about the implicit whiteness of the
dominance of English. To be sure,
English is a relatively easy language
to learn, and people all over the
world stand to benefit from being
able to speak it fluently — but in the
end, languages only connote culture;
they do not create it alone.
The real reason people got offended by the ad is that they sense a
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rapid decline of their race and heritage, and struggle to express their
views amidst a culture of political
correctness that stifles their freedom
of speech.
Those who wrote this commercial were wise to select a white
man with a horse out in nature as
the first shot. It lets us know that
it really is America we are seeing.
The shots that follow soothe viewers because they show people of all
ages, races, and sexualities relaxing, eating, laughing and playing. If
America means anything for white
traditional-minded Americans other than a geographical location on a
map, what this commercial depicts
is not it.
Political votes are hopelessly
worthless in comparison to the
power of consumer dollars to affect
change. Every purchase we make is a
much more powerful statement than
the politicians we select. Even so,
there is little hope that Americans
can send a message to their elites by
boycotting a particular brand of soft
drink. The more diverse America
becomes, the more the nation loses
its character and becomes a mere
state, whose products and services
exist to bribe those who possess adequate papers into remaining complacent.
Imagine for a moment such an
ad airing in a country like Israel or
Japan - nations that maintain their
racial and ethnic composition for
fear of experiencing the very demographic changes they see happening
in the United States. The backlash
would be immediate. It is of second-

ary (albeit significant) importance
whether Arabic, Spanish or any
other language is spoken in great
numbers in a particular country.
What is most important is whether
a people is permitted to continue to
exist as a unique race. The current
cultural trend permits Americans
to criticize the presence of foreign
languages in the United States, but
it does not permit open racialism
or tribalism. The anti-values of free-

Fairfield beach residents
peered out of their windows on
Monday. The 20-degree weather with constant snow was anything but forgiving. As students
headed out of their houses, they
covered their faces to protect
themselves from the pelting
snow.
Stepping
steadily
and
slowly, they approached their
cars, cautious with the possibility that they could slip on the
iced-over ground. Though they
couldn't see out their windshields, they had to figure it out
quickly. Fairfield classes were

still in session.
When all of the local
schools are closed and beach
residents cannot even safely
travel the two miles to campus,
students would assume that
Fairfield would cancel classes.
Unfortunately, the administration decided to wait until five
minutes before 2 p.m. classes
started to cancel for the remainder of the afternoon.
Most responsible students
were already in class at 1:55
on Monday. They had already
trekked from their quad dorm
rooms or risked their lives driv-

dom, equality and diversity work
against the genetic and cultural interests of whites, even as whites are
often their most vocal adherents.
What this Coke ad tells us, in an
openly mocking tone, is that faith,
heritage and blood have been righteously replaced with pleasant nihilism. Real, insidious xenophobia is a
consequence of misunderstanding
one's own being. If one does not
situate himself within a traditional

people and culture, he is much more
likely to be drawn into the religion
of globalism, which is hostile to all
nations, tribes and faiths. But those
whose identities are based firmly in
their being - their race, their beliefs
and their culture - are ready to resist globalization's threat, and uphold the universal moral idea that
all people, all cultures, all religions
and even all languages have a right
to their own territory.

Lamar thrifted at Grammys
By Adavia Thornton
Contributing Writer
Let's start by getting one thing
clear: Kendrick Lamar was well deserving of holding a gold gramophone trophy at the 56th Annual
Grammy Awards. Not only did he
have a break-out, chart-topping,
bass-bumping and Fairfield-crowd-

hyping year, but his album was
nothing short of exemplifying his
creative ability and honesty. This
year's Grammys undeniably killed
my vibe. Kendrick Lamar and the
duo Macklemore and Ryan Lewis
stood neck and neck in four different
categories. Best Rap Performance,
Best Rap Album and Best Rap song
were all given to the duo - yes, com-

pletely handed over and presented to
them as if their work could even be
compared to the stories and images
shared in "Good Kid m.A.A.d City."
Macklemore and Ryan Lewis
used their platform to make a political statement with their hit, "Same
Love." I definitely relate to the lyrics
and respect the movement they are
encouraging. What I don't respect is
how these artists seemed to manipulate their gay rights and equal love
campaign to receive accolades in
politics and hip-hop. Their decision
to speak up and support gay rights,
in a genre of music that oftentimes
ostracizes members of the gay community, deserves recognition. At the
same time, their political views alone
should not allow them the rights to a
Grammy award. They used a popular
and sensitive subject to gain fans. Is
that wrong? Not necessarily, but don't
READ GRAMMYS ON PAGE

ing on Post Road. Not to mention the commuters and faculty
who have many miles to travel
on 1-95 or the Merritt.
Is Fairfield really caring
for the whole person? We don't
think so.
Rather than simply complaining about our desire for
snowball fights, hot chocolate
and movies, we are concerned
about the safety of the students,
faculty and staff.
In the past, administration
has admitted to withholding
cancellations to avoid nighttime
drinking that results in unnec-

6

essary transports to the hospital. Understandable. But when
it has already been snowing for
seven hours (yes, it started at
6 a.m. and was forecasted the
night before), Fairfield should
accept that students and faculty
should stay safely tucked away
in the comfort of their homes.
When there are alerts all
over the news and warnings to
only travel in a state of emergency, Fairfield should surrender to the cancellation of
classes and let everyone remain
somewhere dry, warm and safe.
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Leave abortion up to women
By Lisa Fischer
Contributing Writer
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Debunking myths
By Gabrielle Ambrose
Contributing Writer
Non-stop parties. Communal
bathrooms. Crazy roommates. Inedible meals in the dining hall. When it
comes to college life, there are many
myths, but what is college really like?
One of the greatest misconceptions about college life is that it is a
non-stop party. We've all seen the
movies. Ryan Reynolds' infamous Van
Wilder comes to mind, throwing parties with packed rooms full of sweaty,
drunk and carefree students. There are
never any textbooks in sight, only the
loud thumping of the bass drum as everyone grinds to the beat. This image
is a far cry from the truth.
There are parties, much like the
ones we imagine, but is it like that
24/7? Absolutely not. During the
week, college kids are more likely to
be found in different settings. You'd
be able to find students in the library,
sitting for hours in the same chair
surrounded by notebooks and empty
Redbull cans. Dorms are another option for the students who get out of
class and immediately return to the
safety of their beds catching up on the
sleep they didn't get the night before.
Even though the thought of having non-stop parties entices the best
of us, by the time the weekend rolls
around the excitement after the busy
week of note taking and essay writing
is what makes parties truly enjoyable.
Now, I don't know about anyone
else, but I never had to wear flip-flops
when I showered at home. Everything
you thought about college bathrooms,
before you actually got to college, is
true. College bathrooms are bizarre
places that we use out of necessity,

not out of want. We say goodbye
to having a sink, storage space and
shower of our own. Unfortunately
that means we're trading in for a row
of side-by-side sinks, bathroom stalls
that always seem to be out of toilet
paper and showers that we can't even
stand barefoot in. The best way to
survive college bathrooms? Get in
and out as quickly as possible.
Having a roommate for the first
time can be awkward and unusual,
especially if you go into your first
meeting with preconceived notions
about who they are or how living
with them is going to be. Ditch some
of the awkwardness by not hardcore
Facebook-stalking your soon-to-be
roomie. When you five with someone you learn more about them than
almost anyone you've ever come in
contact with. You're going to want to
learn about them on your own time,
and who knows, it may take months
for you guys to finally click. Living
with someone you've never met before seems daunting and scary, but if
you stay open minded and supportive it can cause for an easier living
situation.
Dining hall food is infamous.
Being used to wonderful home
cooked meals I wasn't exactly sure
what I was getting myself into when
I first came to college. The quality
of dining hall food wavers meal to
meal, with some dishes better than
others. Find out other dining options
on campus. Switching up meals can
make your tolerance for dining hall
food go up drastically.
There are many myths that
come with college. A good attitude
makes all the difference.

Grammys short Lamar
CONTINUED FROM PAGE
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tell die-hard hip-hop fans that "The
Heist" was well deserving of Best
Rap Album of The Year. A contributing writer to Salon.com, Brittney
Cooper, stated in her article "Mackelmore's Useless Apology: Grammy's
and the myth of Meritocracy" that
"meritocracy is a myth. And anyone
who listened to Macklemore's album
over Kendrick Lamar's "Good Kid,
m.A.A.d City" knows exactly what I
mean." Meritocracy is an elite group
of people whose progress is based
on ability and talent rather than
on class privilege or wealth. In this
case, Kendrick Lamar represents a
member of an elite creative group of
artists while Macklemore and Ryan
Lewis represent class privilege and
wealth. I guess the 150 voters who
determine the winners of the Grammys couldn't relate to the stories

and imagery poetically described
on "Good Kid m.A.A.d City." The
"Same Love" and "Thrift Shop"
duo titled their album appropriately; "The Heist" has lived up to
its name. This album undoubtedly
stole these awards from true, talented hip-hop artists. But let's look
on the bright side: Macklemore
and Ryan Lewis found their pot
of gold at the end of the rainbow,
pun intended. In the words of the
Good Kid, "Look inside my soul
and you can find gold, and maybe
get rich, look inside of your soul
and you can find out it never exist." True hip-hop fans and fans of
Kendrick Lamar understand his
art and his words and can vividly
see his pictures, and maybe next
year the voters in the Grammys
will have a better vision in the gallery of true hip-hop.

Recently, Pope Francis publicly
denounced abortion as a facet of a
"throwaway culture" that places little
value on human life. Although the
Catholic Church has made its stance
on abortion clear throughout its history, suggesting that those who receive abortions care less about other
people than those who are pro-life is
not a fair judgment of a practice that
many women deem their only viable
option.
On the contrary, terminating a
pregnancy is not often an easy decision for a woman. There are many
reasons that may convince someone
to have an abortion. If a woman had
been using drugs and/or drinking
heavily, unaware that she is with
child, there is a high possibility of
significant damage to the surviving
fetus. Perhaps the woman in question does not have the financial
means available to support even a
healthy baby. Many abortions occur
because the prospective mother values human life enough to not want

LYK OMG

to force their future child to five a life
of suffering.
In some cases, a woman's body
may not be capable of withstanding
the trials of pregnancy or childbirth.
If the child is conceived as a result
of being raped, carrying the child to
term may cause serious emotional
consequences for the mother, as any
recovery is inhibited while she physically bears a daily reminder of her assailant.
In the discussion of the precious
nature of life, it is unjust to prioritize
the worthiness of one life over another. The life of the mother is just as
valuable as the life of a newborn child
and if terminating her early-stage
pregnancy could prevent any further
harm to her, she should not be criticized for her decision to abort.
That being said, by no means is
abortion a practice to think of lightly.
If someone has reached the point in
their life where they feel that they
are emotionally ready to begin having sex, they should also be aware of
the potential consequences of such
behavior. All consensually sexually
active individuals should regularly

WHAAAAAAT?

be using protection, while also acknowledging the remaining potential
for conception associated with their
actions.
However, belittling the women
who have had to arrive at the difficult
decision to terminate is not an effective way of spreading the message of
universal love or the value of life. The
pressures associated with society's
disapproval of the completely legal
practice often drive some women
to seek abortions in dangerous locations, rather than at safe and approved clinics.
Ultimately, the decision to have
an abortion is a complex and sensitive determination that should be
met with support and understanding rather than immediate condemnation. The termination of an early
pregnancy does not mean that the
would-be mother values the lives
of other individuals any less than a
woman with ten children, but simply
that the decision to have a baby is a
significant responsibility that is not
always plausible for every woman
who discovers that she is with child.

Please,

speak english.

Profiling the 'texter'
By Victoria Vesce
Contributing Writer
As humans, we categorize by
nature — intentionally and unintentionally. We group things together
in our heads — for example, school
and homework, gym and sweat,
Mondays and "The Bachelor." We are
probably more organized than our
disheveled dorm rooms would convey, considering we even categorize
one part of our lives unintentionally:
texting. Here are some of the classic
examples of texters that we deal with
on an everyday basis.
The Delayed Responder:
More or less, this is the person
you would be least likely to text in
a life-or-death situation. They don't
answer for a solid hour to two. Definitely not someone I would trust
with a last minute, "What's on the
test?" question. If you have anxiety to
begin with, this is not someone you
should text often. It would only make
matters worse.
The Immediate-Responder:
You thought it was a good
idea to text your friend from history about quick question you had
regarding the homework, right?
Wrong. Her responses are so quick
and the conversation seems to drag
on forever — you barely have time
to look up to see if you are about to
walk down a flight of stairs or into a

wall. The Immediate-Responder is usually a quick regret and you wish you
had asked someone else when you're
phone is buzzing for hours after the
question was posed.
The One-Word-Responder:
Looking for a conversation with
a friend to talk about your feelings?
Avoid messaging these kinds of texters
at all costs. They could be the peppiest, most outgoing people in person
but over text, it feels like you're pulling teeth to get an answer out of them.
It's not that they don't care — they just
"hate texting."
The Aspiring-Novelist:
On the other hand, if you're looking for quick advice this is not someone
to reach out to. These kinds of texters
tend to give you a background story,
prologue, beginning, thesis, middle,
end, rising and falling action and multiple characters to their responses. If I
was looking to read something as long
as "The Agony and the Ecstasy," I would
have picked that up (but believe me I'm
not).
The Abbreviated Texter:
These ppl don't seem 2 hav n-y
time 2 tlk be they always abbrev their
wrds. Honestly, you feel like you need
to be a professional decoder in the FBI
to read some of this friend's messages
— omg.
The Multiple-Un-Needed-ExtraLetters-On-The-End-Of-Words Texter:
Yesss, we allllll have thattt one

friend who likesss to emphasize the
lastt couple of letttters on a word to
fill up the spaceee in the message bubbleee. You don't talk like that in person,
dragging out your words, so why do
you write that way? Sure, we all have
friends that claim to have some sort of
"spirit animal," but why did you have to
be a sssnaakkkeee?
The English Teacher:
They correct your grammar, spelling and punctuation. Their best friend
is the asterisk, and you feel like you
need to type up a rough draft and final
before sending it. The aspiring English teacher might be your best friend,
but let's face it — you're not so relaxed
when you text them just to chat because
it feels like you're writing an essay. Personally, I find your self-righteous "spell
check" to be pretentious. I definitely
did not text you for a grammar lesson.
In every language, there are different dialects that people indigenous
to that area talk in. Similarly, the English language takes on a completely
different dialect in the world of social
media. Lyke, how long b 4 this language
crawls into everyday life, you askkkk?
Well, it's happening right before your
eyes. Listen closely next time you walk
through the mall and see how many
different kinds of texters you can hear
— omg did u hear whatttt they did???
Srsly, lyk I just do not hav time 4 dis rn.
Ugh.

The Mirror welcomes the opinions and contributions of its readers: Letters to the editor must be timely and submitted by email
toinft)@6drfieldmint»;coma-BQxAA All letters to the editor that are appropriate will be published either in print or online. The
Mirror reserves the right to edit letters and articles for content, length and grammatical error. Letters should be free of obscenities
and personal attacks and should contain correct and factual information not exceeding 500 words.
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"Can we make the darkest shadows bright? Maybe
one day we can draw sweet peace from bitter pain."
"Peace From Pain and No Problem"
From Jessica Rubel, a sixth grader
Multicultural Magnet School, Bridgeport, Conn.
Jessica is one of many students who shared their thoughts on peace this past Friday.
Read about the Poetry for Peace celebration on page 8.
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This week in the arts

Local students
find peace in
poetry
By Casey Heely
Contributing Writer
What does peace mean to you? That is the question students from kindergarten through eighth
grade attempted to answer for this year's Poetry
for Peace celebration. With less than a sentence to an entire
page, these poems captured the hearts of the audience.
Poetry for Peace was aimed to teach children that literacy has the power to achieve great things. Dr. Bryan Ripley Crandall, director of the Connecticut Writing Project
at Fairfield and assistant professor of English, discussed this
concept earlier in the day at the writing conference that preceded the Poetry for Peace celebration.
Both events were the culmination of all the events giving tribute to Martin Luther King Jr. and his legacy.
Crandall said this event was important because these
students — who were handpicked by their teachers and
counselors to attend — are future college students that
should be invested in now, but collectively rather than individually.
He said, "My philosophy - ubuntu - means I can be me
because of who we are together."
He explained that "it is not individuality, but the serendipity of us together" that is the most powerful, which was
especially evident with the emphasis on Martin Luther King
Jr. and the community he built around from his writing and
advocacy for a better world.
This theme echoed at the Poetry for Peace celebration
later that night where kids got the chance to read their poems for an audience of family, friends and the Fairfield community. The themes varied widely, especially as the students
progressed in age, as noted by Morgan Amsrud '16, who said
that the poems got "darker" and "more complex" throughout
the evening.
The poems were judged in groups and presented the
same way: kindergarten to eighth grade.
Some poems written by the younger kids discussed
common themes like books, friends, the snow and the beach.
However, there were more students in the older groups
that discussed the darker aspects of peace such as fleeing
abuse in a foreign country and remembering lost loved ones.
"Peace is ... when you shake hands," wrote kindergart-

Tebben Gill Lopez / The Mirror
A hundred middle school kids from Bridgeport participated in a writing conference last Friday. Top photo: Atdhe Trepca '16,
a member of Performing for Change, led a workshop. Later that night, dozens of Bridgeport and Fairfield students read
their award-winning poetry at the sixth annual Poetry for Peace.

ner Karena Silencieux.
"Can we make the darkest
shadows bright?/Maybe one day we
can draw sweet peace from bitter
pain," wrote Jessica Rubel, a sixth
grader.
In his poem "Oceans," seventh
grader Malachi Rivera wrote, "The
oceans are calm, oceans are relaxing,/ The animals are swimming, no
fear among them/ That is why the
ocean is peace."
Brianna Carb, an eighth grader and first prize winner, wrote in
her poem "The Beginning of the
Rest of my Life," "New family/Fresh
start/Farewell Kenya, Africa/For I
have found/Peace and freedom/for
now..."
One co-chair of the event,
English Professor Dr. Peter Bayers, said this competition is about
the students "cultivating their own
meaning of what peace means to
them," and they encourage teachers to approach the writing as unstructured to cultivate the students'

creativity.
He said it is remarkable that
students can help adults and the
audience understand that peace
comes in "many forms," and how
their poems can be "simple but profound at the same time."
The large amount of older students who participated and were
honored at the event impressed the
judge coordinator — an assistant
English professor and poet herself
- Carol Ann Davis.
She said that it was "extraordinary" because it is not uncommon
for the older students to be less interested in this competition with
the different pressures they face.
Sophomore Karyn Ryan attended the event for her English
class and thought the "poems for
the most part were adorable," but,
"some of them were kind of sad and
disturbing."
"Overall I really liked it," she
said, "and thought that it showed
that anyone can be a poet and any-

thing can be a poem."
Dr. Elizabeth Boquet, co-chair
of the event and associate dean of the
College of Arts and Sciences, agreed.
"I think kids are natural poets," she
said. "They're so attuned to the world
around them, and that is really what
poetry is about: noticing concrete
details and rendering them in language."
Boquet spoke about one moment from the Poetry for Peace celebration that stuck with her. She explained seeing a young boy staring at
and touching a stack of posters for
the event. She told him he could take
one, and at the end of the night, she
saw him walking out with it.
"We have these kinds of things
all over campus all the time, so much
so that they're invisible to us," Boquet
said. "I appreciated the reminder
that we should linger over events
like these and share reminders of the
times when we come together to celebrate learning and sharing and being together."
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By Drusilla Oilennu
Fashion Columnist

When it comes to style & fashion, Drudoll tells all.

Put a sock in it
A pair of socks can do wonders for an outfit. Yup, you read
right—socks. These small accessories can do anything from
creating a casual look to adding excitement to your attire.
Chunky socks are perfect for the cold weather.
They can be worn over leggings, jeans, stockings — pretty much everything. Chunky socks can create a hobochic look when paired with an oversized shirt, sweater
or jacket and a beanie.

If you're looking for something to spice up your
outfit, thigh-high socks can do the trick. They go well
with shorter dresses, skirts (especially skater skirts) and
shorts. Thigh-high socks are perfect for concerts and
casual party settings, or simply if you want to achieve
a street style look.

Knee-high socks, similar to thigh-highs, are commonly seen in schoolgirl ensembles. However, kneehigh socks are also seen in street fashion. They can be
folded down to shorter levels to make for chunky socks.

Although they are popularly used by dancers,
leg warmers can come in handy for anyone. They can
be paired with most shoes, including flats, tall and
short boots, sneakers and booties. Leg warmers can
be scrunched down to appear chunky, or they can be
pulled up for a cleaner look.

So next time you're putting an outfit together, consider putting a sock in it. Literally.

Out and About

Best Bites: Bonda

By Nicholas O'Connell
Food Columnist
With a very minimalist, luxurious atmosphere, Bonda is the perfect
spot for an upscale weekday date. The friendly staff greets you as if
you are a guest in their own home. The decor is classy and modern,
which lends itself to the clean-cut feel of the restaurant. The space is primarily
devoted to tables, yet there is a small bar as well. The menu and beverage list is
concise but the selections are extremely interesting. The owner, James, makes
a conscious effort to rotate new products and recipes frequently. I was particularly impressed with the small, tasteful selection of five quality craft beers. Here
are my choices:

Starter
Iceberg wedge with blue cheese and Russian dressings, with organic Berkshire smoked bacon: The crisp lettuce is complemented by the duet of dressings. With the thick, freshly cooked bacon incorporated, the salad provides all
of the flavors you will be craving. I am not usually a fan of thick bacon, but this
sampling changed my entire perspective by forcing me to appreciate every bite
like a steak. It is clearly the focus of the presentation.

Pasta
I have not personally had any of the pasta, but the restaurant purchases all
of its pasta from Tutto Pasta on Post Road in Fairfield. My friends have told me
nothing but good things about all three choices: spaghetti puttanesca, linguine
with sausage, apple and arugula and the tagliatelle with three meat ragu.

Entrees
New York strip with French fries and roasted garlic aioli: This was cooked
exactly how I ordered it and was extremely lean and tender. As far as I am concerned, it is one of the best steaks I have had in the town of Fairfield. Complemented perfectly by the zesty aioli, fries and of course, great Napa Cabs.

75 Hillside Road
Fairfield, Conn.
out of
out ofSjibijci)

Hours of Operation
Dinner: Tuesday - Saturday, open at 5 p.m.
Sunday Supper: October - April, open at 5 p.m.
Reservations suggested

Pork chop scarpariello with sweet bell peppers, hot cherry peppers, Israeli
couscous and broccoli rabe: One of the most moist and flavorful pork chops I
have had in my entire life. Very thick and extremely tender; you need to have at
least one person in your party order this so you can have a bite.
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Television

WVOF
What to listen to next

'American Horror Story'

By Jana Novak
WVOF Music Director

finale keeps viewers spellbound
By Adavia Thornton
Contributing Writer

Band of Horses
"Acoustic at the Ryman"
On Feb. 11, Band of Horses is releasing a completely stripped acoustic 10-song set played at the famous Nashville venue. The album features the bands
most memorable hits accompanied only by acoustic
guitar and piano. As always, the vocal harmonies are
spectacular, and the live energy just adds a level of
expressive electricity.

My Wednesday nights at
10 p.m. have been reserved since October.
I take the long walk over from
the Village to Campion and watch
FX's "American Horror Story: Coven" with two of my friends. We
set an ambiance, as the opening
scene unfolds across the television. While sitting on Kate's white
futon, I always tell her, "Don't forget to hit the lights!" Watching this
creepy show about witchcraft and
voodoo just doesn't provide the
same effect if we were to watch it
with the lights on.

Thumpers
"Galore"

Each of the young witches who
have found themselves spell-bound
and captivated with the thought of
becoming the Coven's next Supreme
are finally being put to the test. The
remaining four witches have to perform the Seven Wonders and whoever successfully accomplishes them
will hold the honor of the next Supreme. The Supreme witch is the
most powerful and admired witch of
the Coven.
Misty, Zoe, Queenie and Madison each perform the wonders,
which include telekinesis, descensum,
teleportation,
concilium,
transmutation, vitalum vitalis and
divination. It is important that each
girl successfully finishes each won-

The London-based alt-pop duo delivers with
their spirited debut. It overflows with only the catchiest of hooks, rhythmic drums and swarming synths.
Colorful and buoyant, it can really only be described
as feel-good music.

Haim
"Days Are Gone"
The three Haim sisters have been experiencing a
lot of hype since the release of their first full-length album, and with good reason. They succeed at encapsulating a cool vibe that is often reminiscent of the '80s,
while keeping their own unique and current sound.
The album showcases the sisters' skills instrumentally
as well as vocally, and establishes their standing as
pop-rock goddesses.
Contributed Photos

SAFEGUARD YOUR MEDICINE
Keep prescription medicine in a
secure place. For a free medicine
lock bag, contact the Student Health
Center or the Office of Public Safety.

DANGEROUS IN THE WRONG HANDS

DISPOSE PROPERLY OF YOUR
UNUSED MEDICATION
Safely dispose of unused medicine
by contacting the Student Health
Center or Office of Public Safety for
a free disposal kit.

JUST BECAUSE IT'S GOOD FOR YOU, DOESN'T MEAN IT'S SAFE FOR SOMEONE ELSE.

Some things just aren't meant for everyone. Just like an ordinary peanut
can be dangerous to some, your prescription drugs when shared with
someone else can cause serious side effects or dangerous interactions
with other medications. Besides, it's illegal for anyone without a
license to dispense prescription meds, or for anyone without a prescription to take them. How's that for a dose of reality?

www.taMmboutrx.org

SMART

A

Know the facts.
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Fairfield University Program funded by the Department of Mental Hearth and AddictiOB Services (OMttS)

EDUCATE YOURSELF
Prescription drug abuse is the use of
a medication without a prescription
in a way other than as prescribed.

r
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Go to www.talkaboutrx.org for
more information.
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Philip Seymour Hoffman: A life in film
By Leigh Tauss
Opinion Editor
The news of Oscar-winning actor
Philip Seymour Hoffman's sudden
death rocked the nation, not only
because of the shocking nature of his demise - heroin overdose, found cold with
the needle in his arm - but also because
the character actor seemed beyond all that
triviality, wise beyond his years, a sage in
the age of the Channing Tatums and Chris
Hemsworths. His portrayal of, often, truly
despicable characters was refreshing and
real, conveying the vulnerability of even the
least likeable of characters. His films made
us laugh, and mostly cry, and in remembrance, let's take a look at some of his most
beloved pieces.

'Captote"
Hoffman won the Oscar for Best Actor
for his portrayal of the soft-spoken writer
Truman Capote. The biographical film covers the making of Capotes landmark nonfiction book, "In Cold Blood" and conveys
the convoluted nature of evil. For those who
haven't seen it, this riveting drama will subvert your expectations of good and evil, in
many ways portraying Capote as a narcissistic monster pandering a fragile justice.

"Synecdoche, New
York^

Credit: Georges Biard

Hoffman was found dead at 46 on Sunday. Police suspect heroin overdose.

Start Your Career in Accounting.

This is definitely one of those love it or
hate it films. For those able to sit through
the whole thing, it takes you on a surreal journey through a dark and whimsical
world. I would compare it to "Being John
Malkovich," in that this ftkn will really bend
your mind, and probably also make you cry.
Thematically centered around the idea of
agoraphobia and the inability to get outside
of oneself. The director, consumed by his
art, makes it his whole world, to the neglect
everything else.

"The Master"
Cinematically stunning and fundamentally uneasy, "The Master" is one of
those films you won't be able to get out of
your head for weeks after the first viewing.
Loosely based on the life of the founder of
Scientology, L. Ron Hubbard, "The Master"
is a strange odyssey into the mind of a cor-

rupt cult leader, who is able to manipulate
his followers with his twisting rhetoric.
Some messed up stuff happens along the
way. Definitely a character you will love to
hate.

"Happiness"
Don't let the tide fool you, this is probably one of the most messed up films you
will ever see. That being said, it is a breakthrough in the black comedy genre, and
will have you cringing on the edge of your
seat. Hoffman portrays a closeted sexual
deviant infatuated with his neighbor. If you
find awkwardness oddly hilarious, this is a
must see.

'Big Lebowski"
Hoffman plays Brant, in perhaps his
most annoying role, the assistant to the
title character. A pompous, uptight stooge,
he play the kind of guy you'd most want to
punch in the face. Regardless, he still manages to steal the spotlight in several scenes,
and diehard fans will appreciate his performance.

"Almost Famous"
Although Hoffman only enjoyed limited screen time, I think his portrayal of
Lester Bangs is notable just because in such
a short time he seems to encapsulate the
pulse of the film. In a two-minute monologue he explains all of the reasons why the
main character should turn and run from
his lifelong ambition to be a rock and roll
journalist, and then gives him the glimmer
of hope he needs to succeed. A great film
and an understated performance that won't
soon be forgotten.
All this being said, it is crucial to recognize the difference between the man and
his art. He was a masterful artist by all accounts, but let's not glorify him as a martyr for his art. None of us will ever likely
know the demons he struggled with, but
we should shy away from reading his performances through the lens of his untimely
demise. Not all great artists are great men.
Along with his cinematic legacy, he leaves
behind a wife and three young children.

Finale keeps viewers to their seats
The D'Amore-McKim MS in Accounting/MBA
for non-accounting majors:
•■ • Earn two degrees in just 15 months.
• Complete a 3-month paid.residency at a leading
accounting firm.
» History of 100% job placement : '
-

Take the first step.
Visit us online or at an information session near you.
Learn more about the program and upcoming events
at msamba.nortlieastern.edu

Become our fan on Facebook.
facebook.com/norrheosternuniverjitymsamba

msamba.northeasleni.edu
617.373.3244
gspa@neu.edu

Sctwol of Business

D'Amore-McKim

Northeastern University

CONTINUED FROM
PAGE 10
der because if they don't, they could either die trying to complete them or be
eliminated.
Poor swamp witch Misty Day was
the first to be eliminated when she
couldn't bring her soul back from the
underworld before sunrise. Zoe was the
next to die, as the girls turned their test
of transmutation into a game of tag and
she ended up landing on the iron gate
piercing herself through the stomach.
Yes, this show is not for the queasy or
faint-hearted. Madison and Queenie
were also eliminated when they were told
to bring Zoe back to life by using vitalum
vitalis. Madison, the Hollywood witch,
refuses to revive Zoe because she wants
the title of Supreme and fears if Zoe returns, her opportunity will cease. My oh
my, how catty these girls are!
As my friends and I sit and watch
the events of the show unfold, the plot

twist hits us." Cordelia, the daughter of
the current Supreme Tiona who is dying of cancer, is told to perform the
seven wonders. Of course she completes
each wonder with ease, including reviving Zoe. Did I mention that Cordelia
is blind? We couldn't take our eyes off
the screen. When we finally broke our
trance, the time was 10:50 p.m. and we
screamed with excitement as we realized there was still ten minutes left of
the show. Cordelia is announced the
new Supreme, Madison is dead, Zoe and
Queenie are her new council and Fiona
finally makes peace with her daughter.
Cordelia ended up announcing her
Coven to the news and telling other
witches, "When you hide in the shadows
you will always be hiding.'' As predictable as the show turned out to be, it provided some well-needed entertainment
for the hump day.

Coffee Break
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COFFEE BREAK
Editor Molly Leidig »infolfairfieldmirror.com

Erins Cocktail

Patrick's Beer
PATRICK KIERNAN

ERIN WOLFE

Contributing Writer

The Super Bowl goes right next to Christmas and my birthday when it comes to my
favorite days of the year. Look at all the fun
events that come along with it: the NFL Championship, some comical commercials, the halftime performance and a great time with family
and friends.
Unfortunately, the Super Bowl was a big
disappointment this year, in my opinion. As a
huge sports fan, I was enticed by the idea of
watching the number one offensive team, the
Denver Broncos, face off against the number
one defensive team, the Seattle Seahawks.
However, the Broncos looked like the
worst team in the NFL on Sunday. Seriously,
my junior varsity high school football team
might have given a better fight than Peyton
Manning and that seemingly sorry offense of
his.
I was rooting for the Broncos in this
game, but expected it to be close. I'm sure every Fairfield female was rooting for them too
because of Eric Decker. But wow, was I wrong.
Peyton Manning, the quarterback who threw
an NFL-record 60 touchdowns this season,
was only able to scavenge one for his team. The
Seahawks, on the other hand, had five touchdowns and ended with 43 points.
Although I have never really paid attention to the commercials, I tried to find some
entertaining ones this year to take away from
the pain of watching the game. I searched to
no avail.
The only Super Bowl commercials that
I kind of laughed at were the Doritos ones.
And yes, the Budweiser commercial with the
dog and the horse was very cute. Otherwise I
was ready to turn the television off and cry in
a corner because of my disappointing Super
Bowl Sunday.
The halftime performance really set me
over the edge. I am not a fan of Bruno Mars or
his music, and I was sad when I learned that
he would be the performer. However, when I
learned that the Red Hot Chili Peppers would
be alongside him, I became much more excited.
All throughout the Bruno Mars performance, I eagerly waited for the Chili Peppers
to take the stage. After they sang just one song

and left the arena, I was so let down.
I expected for the stage to be shared
evenly by the two musical acts, but again I was
wrong. The only thing that could have made
me happier was if Tyler, the Creator appeared
to end the show.
Honestly, can we just get Beyonce to do
the halftime show every year? She rocked that
stage last year and provided viewers with so
many surprises like the appearance of Destiny's Child. Plus, she recently came out with a
new surprise album.
All you would need in future years is for
Jay-Z and Kanye West to join her on stage.
This would make for a more watchable Super
Bowl.

Editor's note:

His Beer, Her Cocktail wants to give students on
campus a chance to voice their opinions on specific
issues. The topics must be relevant to a majority of
the student population and can be serious or funny.
If you would like to be featured in the column, contact info@fairfieldmirror.coni.

So there you have it folks, a football game played between horses and a
bunch of birds. By this of course I mean
the Denver Broncos and the Seattle Seahawks in Super Bowl XLVIIL. Personally, from the get-go I had no stake in
this game considering my boys, The
New York Giants, had a terrible record
this year.
Still, I was pumped for a good
game of football, since I'm one of only
a couple friends who actually cares
about this sport. As I started to watch
the game, though, I honestly started
to wonder about point shaving and
throwing the game - was Denver trying to lose?
I will hand it to Peyton
Manning for setting a Super
Bowl record of 34 completions in a game. Unfortunately, he also

Within the first 12 seconds of the
game as Manning called an audible,
the ball was snapped back into the
end zone for a safety - clearly he and
Ramirez have some communication issues - it was an automatic two points to
the Seahawks.
After that, the Broncos went
downhill and the Seahawks did some

Contributing Writer

damage. I mean, look at Percy Harvin.
That boy should be in the Olympics
for track. Once he had the ball, I don't
think there was a linebacker in the NFL
who could have kept up with him.
By halftime, the game was 22-zilch
and had been relatively boring up until
that point. I believe within my group of
friends, pizza was being ordered, oddball homework was being done and we
basically talked about everything except football.
Then there was the halftime show,
which was at best, odd. I'm sorry, but
Bruno Mars and the Red Hot Chili Peppers are not the first two acts I would
think to put together, not after seeing Kendrick Lamar and Imagine
Dragons at the Grammys (let's be
real: That was amazing). I will
hand it to Bruno Mars though,
for a man that is shorter than
myself, he has a powerhouse
voice like I have never heard.
As for the Red Hot Chili
Peppers, I enjoyed their music
years ago and it would have
been an enjoyable performance to watch had they not
looked like escaped cons jumping around on stage half-naked.
With the start of the second
half, Manning threw a- 14-yard
pass in the third quarter that
prevented the Broncos from being the first team in Super Bowl
to score zero points, and the Broncos got a touchdown!
The crowd went wild, but the
Broncos inevitably tasted defeat
when Wilson caught a touchdown pass
for the Seahawks to close out the fourth
quarter. The game ended 43 Seattle,
8 Denver closing out one of the most
boring games in Super Bowl history.
Congratulations, Seattle, now go home
and get back to logging, writing grunge
music or whatever it is you do in the
off-season.

Ask Miss Molly
Dear Miss Molly,
I'm a senior and will be
graduating in the spring. It is
hard to believe how fast these
four years have flown by; it
seems like only yesterday I was
at freshman orientation.
As graduation is approaching, I am very conflicted and
feeling a lot of stress. I am
concerned about my life after
graduation. Where will I work,
live - will I get married? I feel
like life truly begins once you
graduate college. All this pressure sometimes amounts to
me overworking myself with
school work and job applications, but at the same time I
want to cherish these last few

months with my friends.
What is more important?
Living up my final few months
as a college senior or staying in
and planning my future?
Sincerely,
Conflicted

Dear Conflicted,
Being a senior myself, I can
sympathize with some of your
anxieties. Graduating from
college can be a very scary and
lonely feeling, which is why it's
important to remember you
are not alone.
You have hundreds of oth-

er classmates who are in the
exact same boat.
Most college seniors do
not have their futures lined up
to a tee, because the future is
unpredictable. It is impossible
for anyone to even know if
they'll make it to the breakfast
table tomorrow morning, let
alone what they might be up to
10 years from now.
What I am getting at is sitting in on a Friday night and
stressing about the future accomplishes absolutely nothing.
Put on your party dress (or
pants for the gents), curl your
hair, have a drink, dance on
tables and kiss strangers. Cherish every second you have with
these beautiful people you've
been surrounded by these last

four years.
Because guess what? Once
you graduate, it's not as socially
acceptable to do all these irresponsible things that we can
get away with when we're 22.
I'm not saying to completely blow off your career
or studies. Do everything you
possibly can. But at the end of
the day, your best is all you can
do. So don't waste a Saturday
night that you can't get back a
year from now.
One last thing: Cut the
drama out of your life. Not
only does drama cause unnecessary stress, but at this point
in your college career it is completely irrelevant. The girl who
gave you a dirty look freshman
year, your ex-boyfriend, your

roommate you didn't get along
with, forgive them all, laugh
about it and move on. Most of
these people you might never
see again, do you really want to
leave on negative terms?
It might be surprising how
liberating forgiveness can be.
Become best friends with your
class and bond over your mutual stress of the mystery of the
future.
You have four months until graduation, so make every
last second count.
Love always,
Miss Molly

Sports
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Weekly 4x5
Because they
like to talk...
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Jennifer Calhoun
Sports Editor

Your 2013-2014 4x5 Columnists:
Jennifer Calhoun, Luigi DiMeglio, Thomas Shea and Connor Kelley

Are you loving or hating all the

Who won the Super Bowl half-

Does the Super Bowl defeat

Grade the Seahawks' performance

snow?

time? Bruno Mars or The Red

make Peyton's season any less

in the Super Bowl.

Hot Chili Peppers?

impressive?

I mean it sucks... a lot.

My roommate, Leila, her buffalo

No. He still won a Super Bowl.

D... for "Downton Abbey." The

chicken dip beat both of them.

Even if it was my fantasy football

show I turned on instead of the

Super Bowl for work.

game when it got too sad for me.

Love you, Peyton.

I really am a sports fan, I promise.

MATE'S 21ST BIRTHDAY!!! (Well

One word to describe how you
feel about the Olympics starting
on Thursday?

But who cares... IT'S MY ROOM-

Shaun

it was on Feb. 4. Happy Birthday!
I know this is what you've always

MBMLI
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(swoon).

wanted!)
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Luigi DiMeglio
Managing Editor

To any Fairfield staff members that

I can't wait to watch the Olympics.

You know there's an event where

Vladimir Putin makes everything

may have been concerned with my

So much more class in how the

they ski with a rifle on their back

interesting.

safety on Monday: I'm really sorry

athletes carry themselves, especially

and then shoot at targets?

about throwing snowballs from

from curling.

The Super Bowl sucked.

the roof of Loyola Hall. It won't
happen again. Falzone, let's talk!

Thomas Shea
Multimedia
Manager

Whenever I see snow all around

Not sure who won, but I know

my house, I get the feeling this is
what Fairfield probably looked like

straight men everywhere lost. Half-

back in the 1980s when cocaine

by dudes jumping around without

was really huge.

time consisted of love songs followed
shirts. Still, I was surprised by Mars'
performance, and has there ever been
a time when RHCP wasn't the sh***?

Connor Kelley

Of course. We should've seen this

Any time former Viking great Tarvaris

Two words: Ruck Fussia. Oh, and we

coming though, especially when

Jackson gets into a game, you know

better get revenge on Canada in hock-

something has either gone very wrong
PEYTON asked ELI for advice
regarding how to play quarterback. or very right. Luckily for the Seahawks

brother Canada thanks to cry-baby

That's like Usain Bolt asking Ste-

it was the former. Enjoy this one, Se-

Crosby made me boycott maple syrup

phen Hawking how to walk.

attle. This is the first time you've been

and Celine Dion for the rest of 2010.

relevant since Nirvana or Starbucks.

Guess which boycott lasted longer.

I'd probably be loving it more if

Did you see that 'stache on

No way! It makes it more impres-

we had another snowmaggedon.

Anthony Kiedis? Forget halftime,

sive.

What a week that was.

he should've won the whole Super

The Hammer

D... for Defense.

ey. The sight of America losing to little

'Murica.

Bowl.

Club Sports Update
By Jennifer Calhoun
Sports Editor

A CTC D

Our coverage of Fairfield Club Sports continues this week
with Club Running and Club Ultimate Frisbee.

Club Running
In the past season, Fairfield Club Running competed in three
races. They ran in the Sleepy Hollow "Run For Your Life," 10K race
in Tarrytown, N.Y.
The co-ed team also raced in the "Third Annual Colony Grill
Post Road 'Hot Oil" 5K in Fairfield. The team had a standout
performance from AEison Campbell '16 who came in second in
the 19-29 age group. She crossed the line with a time of 19:47.
The final race that the team ran this past season was the "Run
for the Turkey's" 5K Road Race which took place in New Fairfield,
Conn.
According to Kathleen Mittelstadt '15, "The team did really
well this semester and we are looking forward to expand[ingj the
team and more races for this semester."

Club Ultimate Frisbee
The Ultimate Frisbee team, a team that has been quiet on
campus over the last few years, has taken steps recently to be
heard and to become an "official" club sport. The four captains of
the team, Marc Prescott '15, Mike Reilly '15, Alex Carrio '15 and
Nathan Hoey '15 have been tutoring some of the younger players
in the basics of the team.
"Most of our players are still learning frisbee basics, so we
aren't as competitive as any of the other clubs at Fairfield," said
Hoey.
The team played two games this past season, against UConn
and against Southern. They lost the latter 15-13 in a close
competition.
Hoey said that the teams have hopes of competing in a few
tournaments and three scrimmages in the upcoming season.
"Next year we plan to be fully competitive with a full set of
plays, uniforms, an actual schedule and university funding," said
Hoey.

OfiS*

1YEAR
www.merrimack.edu/fellowships
Application Deadline: February 15,

Our full-tuition fellowships will enable
you to teach, impact the lives of
college students or make a difference
in your local and global communities.

MERRIMACK COLLEGE
FELLOWSHIP PROGRAMS:
• Our year-long fellowships cover
all tuition costs.
• Coursework begins early summer
20U and ends June 2015.
• Our fellowships are open to all
academic majors and backgrounds;
bachelor's degree required.
• Benefit from unparalleled hands-on
field experience.
• Earn your Master of Education
degree (M.Ed.) in one year.

Teacher Education Fellowship: Teach
PreK-12 in public and private schools.
Higher Education Fellowship: Become
an educational and administrative
leader in colleges and universities.
Community Engagement Fellowship:
Prepare for careers in the public
sector or in nonprofit organizations,
such as youth, family, social service
and volunteer organizations.
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Merrimack

COLL E G E
NORTHANDOVER, MA

www.merrimack.edu/fellowships
fellowships@merrimack.edu
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Peyton Manning still the legend he was before
By Matthew Parron
Contributing Writer
Five-time
NFL
MVP.
Thirteen-time Pro Bowler. 2007
Super Bowl MVP. Those are just a
few of the awards Peyton Manning
has won in his illustrious career.
Most touchdown passes in a
decade: 314? Check. Most passing
yards in a decade: 42,254? Check.
Most completions in a decade:
3,575? Check.
Most would not hesitate to
call Manning the best regular
season quarterback in NFL history.
Most would also not question if he
were to be considered a top-five
quarterback ever.
In 2011 after having four neck
surgeries, including neck fusion
surgery, Manning was left in a
very unfamiliar situation. He had
to learn how to throw and grip the
ball again and many questioned if
he would ever return to the NFL.
The Indianapolis Colts decided to
part ways with Manning after 14
very successful seasons, fearing
that he would never play again.
The Denver Broncos signed
Manning who ended up winning
the NFL Comeback Player of the
Year and leading the Broncos to
the playoffs that year.
This season, he broke the
single-season record for most
passing yards in the NFL at 5,477,
as well as throwing for a league
leading, 55 touchdowns. Manning
deserved to win MVP for this

season's historic performance.
There is no doubt that Peyton
Manning is a legend, but now
the debate is whether he was the
best QB to ever play. If one were
to look at only his post-season
record, they would most likely
answer no. Manning is 11-12 and
set the record for most losses
in the postseason by a starting
quarterback at 12. He's 1-3 in
the Super Bowl, having won in
2007, but most recently getting
absolutely destroyed 43-8 by the
physical Seattle Seahawks' defense
in Super Bowl XLVIII.
While Manning threw for
280 yards and completed a Super
Bowl record 33 completions, he
finished with one touchdown and
two interceptions - very unlike
the stats that he put up during the
regular season.
Many seem to question how
great is Manning. Is he overrated?
Does he crumble under pressure?
But the critics seem to forget that
to lose 12 postseason games, he
first had to get to the postseason,
which is an accomplishment.
Winning Super Bowls doesn't
necessarily define greatness. Trent
Dilfer won a Super Bowl but isn't
even on the same level as Manning.
Eli Manning has two Super Bowl
wins but he's definitely not a
better QB than his older brother.
Tom Brady has three Super Bowl
wins but he has always had Bill
Belichick and an elite group of
wide receivers.

Manning is in the top 10 for
NFL career postseason passer
rating, which begs the question: Is
it really his fault that he lost 12 out
of 23 postseason games?
What many seem to forget
is that Manning played on an
Indianapolis Colts team that
lacked an elite receiving core, or
an elite defense. Manning's success
was always limited to how great his
team was and frankly, his teams
were pretty bad. In 2011, the Colts
went from being a 10-win team
with Manning the previous year,
to a two-win team without him.
This year the Broncos really
put a great team together for
Manning, with arguably the best
receiving core in the NFL. But
an already mediocre defense
had many crucial injuries late in
season, including both cornerback
Chris Harris and linebacker Von
Miller.
Those injuries do not erase
what was an unflattering and
mistake-filled performance from
Manning. He was set up for
success but he just didn't deliver.
The simple fact is that Manning's
postseason performances never
lived up to his performances in
the regular season. Is his legacy
tarnished? No. What Peyton
Manning did and has done is
incredible - legendary. But two
Super Bowl wins would certainly
make the case for him being the
best NFL quarterback ever.

Creative Commons/ Jeffrey Beall
Peyton Manning had one of the best regular seasons in NFL history in 2013-14.

Schneider gets you ready for Olympic hockey
By Matt Schneider
Sports Columnist
v

Contributed Photos
Zach Parise (top) of the U.S. and Steven Stamkos (bottom) will be pivotal players in any U.S./Canada matchups.

Looking for an action-packed
sport to watch in this year's
upcoming Winter Olympics in
Sochi? Look no further than ice
hockey, which is slated to be one
of the most competitive playing
experiences in years.
For many years in the past, the
same teams would dominate the
Olympic ice hockey tournament
(namely Canada, USA, and
Russia).
Thanks to the development
of hockey in other countries such
as Sweden, the Czech Republic
and Slovakia, this is no longer

always the case. While it is true
that Canada, the United States
and Russia will still be favorites to
take medals in this year's Olympic
Games, the outcomes will be far
from a sure thing.
Both defending gold-medalist
Canada and defending silvermedalist USA seem to be the most
balanced of the teams, with a
combination of big offensive names
(Steven Stamkos, Jonathan Toews
and Sidney Crosby for Canada
and Zach Parise, Phil Kessel and
Patrick Kane for the United States,
to name a few), good defenses and
great goaltending as well.
However, Sweden's team is one
that should not be overlooked, as
it has arguably the best goaltender
in the world in Henrik Lundqvist,
and some other great players such
as defender Niklas Kronwall and
twin forwards Henrik and Daniel
Sedin.
Additionally, Slovakia and
the Czech Republic have several
high-powered players in their
ranks, which should make for
an interesting and competitive
tournament.
Although the games will be
played early in the morning in this
area due to the time difference, I
definitely will not have an issue
with waking up to cheer on the
boys in red, white and blue. Here's
hoping that the United States
come away with a gold medal.
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American Olympians you should know

By Jennifer Calhoun
Sports Editor

--.

i

Alpine Skiing

Biathalon

Bobsleigh

Ted Ligety

Lanny Barnes

Steven Holcomb and the
"Night Train"

Yo j probably know him from
those N fquil commercials, but Lij ety is
also the favorite to win Giant Slalc m on
Feb. 19. He comes to the Olympic, »after
placing first in the event at the ' /Vorld
Champi anships and in the Work Cup
Standinj
Lig ety entered his first Oly mpics
in 2006 where he won gold in the 5 uperCombin ed. He is also the first man
since 19 68 to win three gold meda s at a
single V Vbrld Championships wh :n he
won Su jer-G, Giant Slalom and S uperCombin ed in 2013. Look for Lig ;ty to
race on Jie Feb. 19.

The story that brought Lanny
Barnes to the Olympics was pretty
unique. According to National Public
Radio, it was actually Lanny's twin
sister Tracy Barnes who qualified to the
Olympics.
However, right after making it to the
big event, she immediately gave the spot
to her sister, Lanny, who had gotten sick
the week before qualifiers, causing her to
come in sixth and just miss the cut. Said
Lanny to NPR: "She's been very adamant
about this, and I know Tracy better than
anybody, and I know this is what she
wants. I just want to make Tracy happy"
Watch Lanny race on Feb. 14.

Holcomb and his crew come in
to the Sochi Olympics as the defending
gold medalists. Their last three trips
to the World Championships have
resulted in two bronzes and a gold
medal.
Holcomb was almost forced
to retire from competition due to
deteriorating eyesight that almost left
Holcomb legally blind. Holcomb was
also a member of the National Guard
from 1999-2006.
He and his team are in position to
medal as they race on Feb. 23.

Cross-Country
Skiing
Jessica Diggins
This is Diggins' first Olympic
experience, but she comes to the
Olympics having earned gold in the
World Championships. She also is
part of the team sprint that won their
first ever World Championship win.
Although she's only 26 and has
the nickname "Team USA Glitter
Fairy" (because she puts glitter on her
cheeks before every race), don't count
Jessie Diggins out. She's going to put
up a fight and she comes into the
races as one of the best cross-country
skiers in American history. Feb. 19.

Curling
John Shuster
Shuster and his team are looking to
improve their abysmal last-place finish at
the 2010 Vancouver Olympics. In their
first Olympic appearance in 2006, they
earned a bronze medal, showing that they
have the skill to compete in one of the
most beloved Winter Olympic events.
Shuster and his teammates
(Jeff Isaacson, Jared Zezel, John
Landsteiner and Craig Brown) will
be competing against one of the most
iconic Olympic teams in recent years:
The Norwegian Curling Team and
their pants.

Figure Skating

Freestyle Skiing

Luge

Nordic Combined

Short Track

Polina Edmunds

Patrick Deneen

Tucker West

Bill Demong

J.R. Celski

Edmunds,
the
15-year-old
underdog in the singles figure skating
is not to be underestimated in Sochi.
Edmunds won silver at the 2014 U.S.
Championships and gold at the 2013
junior U.S. Championships.
With a lot of the pressure on Gracie
Gold and Ashley Wagner (Wagner
was given an unexpected third spot on
the team after finishing fourth at the
championships) there isn't much pressure
on Edmunds to win it all, which may be
to her advantage as pressure is known to
be a downfall in the event.

Deneen is the only member of
the U.S. freestyle skiing team to have
competed in the Olympics before. He will
be one of the two Americans to compete
in Moguls, alongside Bradley Wilson. He
finished 19th overall in the Vancouver
Olympics. He finished 3rd overall at the
2013 World Championships.
The field is young for freestyle
skiing, with many familiar faces from past
X Games. Moguls will be raced on Feb. 8
and 10, Slopestyle will race on Feb. 11 and
13, Aerials will be on Feb. 17, halfpipe on
Feb. 18.

West, who is 18 years old, is the
youngest ever member of the United
States Luge Team. He has also been
training for this for the past 12 years. In
2002, West's father decided to build a 32foot wooden track in their backyard in
Ridgefield, Conn. From the time he was
six and told his father that the luge he was
watching on TV looked cool, West was
training in his backyard.
West will make his first run as an
Olympian in men's singles on Feb. 9.

In the Vancouver Olympics,
Demong became the first American
to ever win a gold medal in Nordic
Combined. He celebrated his gold medal
by proposing to his then girlfriend right
after the event.
For those of you who are unsure
about what exactly Nordic Combined is,
it's when athletes compete in both crosscountry skiing and ski jumping. Demong
and his teammates captured bronze at the
World Championships in the team event.
Demong is going to attempt to win back
to back golds in Nordic Combined.

With the retirement of Apollo
Anton Ohno, the most recognized
American short-track skater in recent
history, American will look to Celski as
one of America's best chances for gold. In
Vancouver, Celski earned bronze in both
the 1,500 meter and the 5,000 meter, all
while almost missing the events after an
injury where he cut himself with his own
skate.
In the World Championships
2013/2014, Celski raced to gold in the
1,500 meter and the 5,000 meter, making
him the favorite for Sochi. Celski will race
on Feb. 8 and 10.

Skeleton

Ski Jumping

Snowboard

Speedskating

Women's Hockey

Noelle Pikus - Pace

Sarah Hendrickson

Shaun White

Shani Davis

Megan Bozek

Pikus-Pace is Americas best chance
for gold in what may be one of the most
dangerous Olympic events. Skeleton is
basically luge, except you go down the
track head first.
Pikus-Pace comes into Sochi
after winning silver in the 2013 World
Championships and finishing 2013 in
second in the World Standings. She also
won bronze at the 2013 World Cup.
Pikus-Pace also keeps good spirits as she
races, as according to NBCOlympics.
com, her love of chocolate is legendary
and in one race she even attached a large
Hershey bar to her sled.
Pikus-Pace will race on Feb. 14.

Hendrickson will compete in
women's ski jumping, a new event that is
debuting at the Sochi games. Hendrickson
and her teammates are looking to bring
the previously unrecognized sport into
the Olympics by winning the first ever
gold medal.
Hendrickson had a standout
year, finishing first in the World Cup
standings and winning gold at the World
Championships. Her teammate Lindsey
Van, who is 10 years her senior, was the
forerunner of the sport. But Hendrickson
has taken the sport by storm and will look
to make history on Feb. 11.

Was there ever anybody else to talk
about here other than Shaun White? He
is one of the most prolific and decorated
American snowboarders in history.
White is already a two-time gold medalist
in the half-pipe and this year will be
competing in slopestyle as well.
White has come to dominate the X
Games halfpipe, as you would have to go
back to 2007 to find the last time White
didn't win gold in X Games halfpipe. Off
the snow, White is also the lead guitarist
of his band Bad Things. This year he
also cut off his long locks that gave him
the nickname "the flying tomato." White
will compete in slopestyle on Feb. 8 and
halfpipe on Feb. 11.

Davis has been a consistent
competitor for the United States over the
last two Olympic Games. In 2010 and
2006, he won gold in the 1,000 meter
and silveron the 1,500 meter. He repeated
"the same f|at in the 2013 World Cup Salt
%jkeOj/
Davis was the first black athlete in
American history to win gold in a singles
event at the Winter Olympics and has
been a team leader for the United States
speedskating team ever since. Look for
Davis to try and three-peat gold in the
1,000 meter on Feb. 12 and move from
silver to gold in the 1,500 meter on Feb.
15.

The women's ice hockey
team, like their male counterparts,
finished second in the Vancouver
Olympics to host nation Canada.
Their captain for Sochi is a 2013
graduate of the University of
Minnesota, who won back-to-back
national championships with the
Gophers.
The women, led by Bozek, are
looking to make it back to the gold
medal game and claim the gold for
America.
The finals for women's ice
hockey will be played on Feb. 20.
Contributed photos and
Creative Commons
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Stags fall
short on
Senior Day
^H

Contributed by Fairfield Sports Information Desk
Senior Suzy Lawlor races for the Stags in an earlier race this season. Lawlor had a great race on Saturday, breaking her personal record and the program record in the 100 breaststroke.

By Jesse Erickson
Contributing Writer

Although the Stags broke four
different program records on Saturday,
Feb. 1, both the men's and women's
swimming and diving teams fell short
to Iona in their last home matchup of
the season.
Going into the meet, both teams
had high expectations. It was Senior
Day, the last home meet of the season
for the leaders of the team.
In preparation for the 2014 M AAC
Championship, the teams had begun a
part of their season called "tapering"
which, according to Captain Kevin
Greener '14, is when the practices get
easy but the swimmers begin to swim
harder since they have longer periods
of rest. For the taper part of the season,
it is expected that the team produce a
variety of different results. However,
Head Coach Bill Farley expressed his
feelings of disappointment.
"I thought it would be a really
close, good meet and that we should
have had an opportunity to win," stated
Farley, "but we had no opportunity to
win so that was a big letdown."
Iona defeated women's swimming
and diving with a final score of 171 -124.
Although the team as a whole faced a
loss, many of the members came out of
the pool with both individual and team
wins.
Senior Suzy Lawlor broke not
only her personal record in the 100

breaststroke, but also the program
record that she had previously set,
with a final time of 1:15.92. In several
other events, the Stags fell just seconds
short of first place. In the 800 freestyle,
Meredith LaBerge '15 placed second
coming in at 9:37.39 with teammate
Alyssa Acompora '15 trailing just
seconds behind with a time of 9:51.61.
The team placed both second and third
in the 200 butterfly, with Margaret
Osmulski '14 clocking in at 2:42.15 and
Megan Kuzniewski '14 following right
behind with a time of 2:50.81.
In both diving events for the
women's diving team, the three meter
and one meter, the odds seemed to be
in favor of the Stags. In the one meter
event, the diving team walked away
with first, second and third.
Junior Ashlee Steinberger finished
the event with first place earning a final
score of 228.50. Steinberger also placed
first in the three meter event, posting
a score of 231.35 while Leah Pawelczyk
'17 was runner-up on the three meter
board with a score of 164.55.
Going into their final meet with
an overall record of 0-5, the men's
swimming and diving team was
hoping to take advantage of their last
opportunity to get a win up on the
board.
However, Iona crushed that desire
by defeating the Stags, 168-124. The
meet proved to be yet another example
of one of the downfalls of having one of
the smaller teams in the league.
While Fairfield only has 16

members of the team, Iona had 21
which gave them the opportunity to
have more swimmers participate in
each event. But despite having a small
team, the Stags continued to push
through the meet to break personal
records.
Sophomore Conor Daly walked
away from the meet as the most
successful swimmer, breaking three
program records in the 200 butterfly
(2:09.12), the 100 butterfly (58.19) and
the 200 individual medley (2:11.34).
Greener captured a victory in the 800
freestyle with a time of 9:05.19 while his
fellow captain Rich Traub '14 pulled off
a first-place win in the 200 breaststroke

at 2:40.41.
Like the female divers, men's
diving also walked away with some
impressive scores. Freshman Daniel
Pires won both boards for the Stags.
In the three meter, he dove to a final
score of 266.00 and a 255.45 on the one
meter. His teammates Evan Barr '15
and Brien Bates '14 placed second and
third, respectively, in both events.
Although the swimming and
diving teams were not able to get the
win against Iona, they are looking
forward to the next two weeks of
prep for their final competition in the
MAAC Championships. Although
disappointed in their performance

against Iona, Farley said he is hopeful
that a change in routine will help
accomplish the team's goals.
"We want to be in the middle
of the pack in the MAAC, but that's
gonna be hard for us to do," said Farley.
"We need to change our training in
order to do that."
For the next two weeks, the
Stags will continue to train under the
leadership of their seniors. If hard work,
leadership and positive attitudes are
present at the MAAC Championships,
Feb. 13-15, the men and women's
swimming and diving team will reach
their goals.

Contributed by Fairfield Sports Information Desk
Senior Kyle Rozanitis swims freestyle for the Stags in a race earlier in the season.

